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“A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” 

Proverbs 17:17, NIrV
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M E A L  T I M E

Ask a Kid: Who is your most “unlikely” friend? 
Why do you think you’re friends?
Ask a Parent: Who was your best friend when 
you were a kid? What did you like to do 
together?
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You’re not raising kids, you’re raising 
adults. The real question is what kind of 
adults are you raising? If you want your 
children to become responsible adults, 
then give them responsibilities now.

If you want to guarantee you will raise 
adults who don’t know how to be 
responsible . . .

•	 Fix all your kids’ problems.
•	 Protect them from experiencing any 

kind of physical or emotional pain.
•	 Make sure you do for them 

whatever they can do for 
themselves.

•	 Give them only what will make them 
happy. Actually, the best way to 
ensure your kids grow into unhappy 
adults is to give them whatever 
makes them happy as kids.

But if you want them to be fulfilled as 
adults, give them responsibilities.

Responsibility is an interesting word. 
It’s actually two words: Response and 
ability. Do you see the link between 
the two? Help your kids develop the 
right attitude toward work and tasks by 
giving them chores at every stage.

Lead so their response reveals 
their ability.
Your kids will never believe in what 

they can do until they actually do it. 
Help them discover their abilities by 
giving them consistent opportunities 
to achieve something on their own.

Lead so their response matches
their ability.
Consider their age and skill level, 
and use common sense. We are not 
advocating giving someone too much 
pressure or responsibility. That’s why 
we also say…

Lead so their response grows
their ability.
One of the most powerful principles 
attached to responsibility was 
something Jesus taught in a parable 
where he concluded, “If you are faithful 
with a little, you will be faithful with a 
lot.” Start by giving them a few small 
things to do, and then graduate them 
to larger things. 

Home should be the first job every kid 
ever has. What kind of experiences are 
you giving your children to prepare 
them to be responsible adults?

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

 ParentCue.org
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